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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 

&  ©ORVESmORg 


FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  22,  1839. 

The  Delegates  to  the  Silk  Convention  of  Pennsylvania,  assembled 
in  the  Court  House,  in  Harrisburg,  agreeably  to  appointment,  this 
day,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  P.  Piiysick,  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia  city,  who  stated  its  object,  and  moved  that  Mr.  DAVID 
COMFORT,  of  Philadelphia  county,  act  as  Chairman  pro  tempore 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing. 

Samuel  C.  Humes  and  Dr.  W.  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster  county, 
were  appointed  Secretaries,  pro  tempore. 

On  calling  over  the  counties  of  the  State,  the  following  appeared 
to  be  represented,  viz  : 

ADAMS  COUNTY.— D.  Gilbert,  M.  D.,  J.  H.  Marsden,  L, 
Marsden. 

BEAVER. — William  Morton,  James  Sprott. 

BERKS. — Colonel  John  Miller,  Abraham  Hill,  Samuel  Fegely, 
Adam  Schoener,  John  Walborn. 

BRADFORD. — G.  F.  Barstow,  Thomas  Weirman. 

BUCKS. — W.  Carr,  Lewis  Coryell,  L.  H.  Parsons,  John  H.  Am 
derson,  Martin  Coryell,  Wm.  Fields,  Stokes  L.  Roberts,  Mr  Pen¬ 
rose,  Morris  Buckman,  W.  H.  Murray. 

CAMBRIA  &  SOMERSET. — Joshua  F.  Cox,  Jonas  Keim. 

CENTRE. — Samuel  Strohecker. 

CUMBERLAND. — Rev.  Jno.  Moody,  Thomas  Dimes,  Esq.. 
Jeremiah  Reese,  James  Mifflin. 

CHESTER. — Davis  Hoopes,  Joseph  S.  Lewis,  Joseph  C.  Strode, 
John  Rutter,  Caleb  Brinton,  Ziba  Darlington,  Henry  Hoopes. 

DELAWARE. —  Richard  Pirn. 
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DAUPHIN.— Rev.  John  Winebrenner,  G.  W.  Harris,  Dr.  J.  H. 
Fager,  Dr.  Benjamin  Becker,  George  S.  Whitehill,  H.  P.  Anderson, 
W.  Bell,  Dr.  J.  Wiestling,  Win.  John,  P.  Barnheisel,  A.  K.  Fah¬ 
nestock,  S.  B.  Fleming,  II.  Reckord,  G.  S.  Parker,  J.  H.  Fox,  Win. 
Berryhill,  Honorable  Calvin  Blythe,  E.  Peniber,  A.  Miller,  J.  H. 
Fox,  Alex.  M.  Piper,  George  W.  Layng,  Alex.  Graydon,  Augustus 
O.  Iliester,  John  C.  M’Alister,  H.  Beader,  J.  C.  Barnit?,  D.  Krause, 
D.  Raysor,  J.  Shell,  R.  M.  Crain,  David  Hosier,  R.  S.  Elliott,  Isaac 
G.  M’Kinley,  Fred’k.  Ehrman,  D.  B.  Ehrman. 

GREENE. — Henry  Iloge. 

JEFFERSON  &  M'KEAN. — W.  P.  Wilcox,  Horace  Jacob,  Ly¬ 
man  Wilmoth. 

LANCASTER.— IE  R.  Reed,  H.  P.  Carson,  Hugh  Long,  S.  C. 
Humes,  Abraham  Herr,  Christian  Herr,  George  W.  Hamersly,  Esq,, 
Samuel  Heise,  Robert  W.  Houston,  W.  L.  Atlee,  M.  D.,  Adain 
Diller,  Francis  Miley,  Jacob  Ivlugh,  Geo.  Ford,  jr.  Esq, 

LEBANON. — John  Marquart,  John  Killinger,  Gotlieb  Kinzle. 
Joseph  Gleim, 

LYCOMING. — IT.  B.  Packer,  John  Elliott,  Jeremiah  Church. 
LUZERNE. — Chester  Butler,  John  Sturdevant. 

MERCER.— Samuel  P.  Read,  Morris  Leech,  John  J.  Pearson. 
MONTGOMERY. — Professor  John  Reynolds,  W.  Morris  Davis, 
J.  S.  Yost,  George  W.  Alsop. 

MONROE. — Moses  W.  Coolbaugh. 

NORTHAMPTON. — Robert  E.  James,  Richard  Brodhead,  jr., 
James  M.  Porter,  John  Leisinring,  John  Fatzinger,  Benjamin  Need¬ 
ham. 

PHILADELPHIA  CITY  &  COUNTY.— T.  M.  Hubbel.  H.  S. 
Spademan,  Israel  Kinsman,  John  C.  Montgomery,  William  White, 
Philip  Physick,  Oliver  Evans,  William  Loyd,  William  Warner,  Dr. 
Geo.  Schott,  Charles  Champion,  Aaron  Clement,  Jehu  Ward,  Thos. 
U.  Sutherland,  Jacob  Gratz,  Win.  A.  Crabb,  B,  M.  Hinchman,  T. 
S.  Smith,  Thos.  Hayes,  J.  L.  Woolf,  J.  Leadbeater,  G.  R.  Smith, 
Charles  Pray,  Miles  N.  Carpenter,  J.  W.  Nesbit,  J.  W.  Ryan,  Peter 
Fritz,  K.  Spencer,  Michael  Snyder,  Charles  Brown,  Thomas  Brittain, 
Benjamin  Crispin,  Samuel  Stevenson,  Charles  Hinkle,  Thos.  J. 
Heston,  John  Naglee,  David  Comfort. 

PERRY. — W.  B.  Anderson. 

SCHUYLKILL. — Hon.  E.  B.  Hubley,  C.  Fraley,  Esq.,  Wm. 
Mortimer. 
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SUSQUEHANNA. — W.  Beach,  Charles  Chandler,  John  Di¬ 
mock,  A.  H.  Read,  Warren  Dnnock,  Julius  Beech. 

VENANGO. — Janies  K.  Snowden. 

WARREN.— Orris  Hall. 

YORK. — Frederick  C.  Myers,  Thomas  C.  Hambly,  Henry  Doll, 
jl)r.  T.  N.  Haller,  R.  J.  Fisher,  W.  Sayres,  G.  K.  Kane,  John 
(Rankin. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coryell,  of  Bucks, 

The  Chair  appointed  the  following  named  gentlemen  a  committee 
to  nominate  officers  for  the  permanent  organization  of  the  Convention, 
viz : 

Dr.  D.  Gilbert,  of  Adams ;  Col.  John  Miller,  of  Berks;  John  II. 
Anderson,  of  Bucks  ;  Richard  Pirn,  of  Delaware ;  Thos.  Himes, 
of  Cumberland;  Rev.  J.  Winebrenner,  of  Dauphin;  Gen.  Adam 
Differ,  of  Lancaster;  William  Morris  Davis,  of  Montgomery  ;  James 
M.  Porter,  of  Northampton  ;  Moses  W.  Coolbaugh,  of  Monroe  ; 
William  White,  of  Philadelphia  ;  Charles  Frailey,  Esq.,  of  Schuyl¬ 
kill ;  R.  J.  Fisher,  of  York;  Henry  Hoge,  of  Greene;  John  Mar- 
quart,  of  Lebanon. 

The  committee  after  retiring  a  few  minutes,  (during  which  time 
the  Convention  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Ellis  of  New  Jersey  )  reported 
the  following  gentlemen  as  officers,  viz  : 

O  O  7 

President. — Colonel  JAMES  M.  PORTER,  of  Northampton 
county. 

Vice  Presidents. — David  Comfort,  of  Philadelphia  county; 
Rev.  G.  K.  Kane,  of  York;  and  Hon.  W.  Line,  of  Cumberland. 

Secretaries. — J.  Rutter,  of  Chester  county,  and  S.  C.  Humes, 
of  Humesville,  Lancaster  county. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

The  President  on  taking  his  seat  returned  thanks  to  the  Convention 
for  the  honor  conferred,  in  an  eloquent  and  appropriate  manner. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Elliott, 

Mr.  Isaac  G.  M’Kinley,  of  Dauphin,  was  appointed  an  additional 
Secretary. 

On  motion, 

The  rules  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania  were 
adopted  for  the  government  of  the  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Rutter, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  consisting  of  one  delegate  from  each 
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county  represented  in  the  Convention,  be  appointed  to  report  items 
of  business  for  the  consideration  of  the  Convention. 

The  chair  appointed  Messrs.  Rutter,  Chester;  Physick,  Philadel¬ 
phia  city;  K.  Spencer,  Philadelphia  county;  Parsons,  Bucks;  Hous¬ 
ton,  Lancaster:  Miller,  Berks;  Needham,  Northampton;  Himes, 
Cumberland;  T.  C.  Hambly,  York;  Dr.  Gilbert,  Adams;  Moses  W. 
Coolbaugh,  Monroe;  Maiquart,  Lebanon;  Hoge,  Greene;  Reynolds, 
Montgomery. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Bucks, 

Resolved,  That  gentlemen  in  attendance  from  other  States,  who  are 
engaged  or  interested  in  the  silk  culture,  be  invited  to  take  seats  and 
participate  in  the  business  of  the  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Houston,  of  Lancaster, 

Resolved,  That  the  Chair  appoint  a  committee  to  invite  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  Heads  of  Departments,  Canal  Commissioners,  and  the 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  to  attend  and 
take  seats  as  members  of  this  Convention. 

The  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Houston  of  Lancaster,  Coryell  of 
Bucks,  and  Diller  of  Lancaster,  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Physick, 

Resolved,  That  when  this  Convention  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  to 
meet  this  afternoon  at  half  past  three  o’clock. 

On  motion, 

The  Convention  adjourned. 


SAME  DAY— AFTERNOON. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  Convention  met  at  half  past  three 
o’clock. 

The  Chair  called  the  Convention  to  order,  when 
Mr.  Rutter,  of  Chester,  presented  the  following  report,  which 
was  adopted  by  sections: 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Convention  for  the  arrangement 
of  items  of  business  for  the  consideration  of  the  Convention,  respect¬ 
fully  report — 

1st.  The  organization  of  a  State  Society. 

2d.  A  memorial  to  the  Legislature  for  the  protection  of  Mulberry 
trees  from  the  depiedations  of  trespassers. 
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3d.  An  address  to  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  importance  of 
the  culture  of  silk  throughout  the  State. 

4th.  The  importance  of  immediately  attending  to  the  rearing  of  worms 
and  the  production  of  silk. 

5th.  An  inquiry  into  the  relative  value  of  the  different  varieties  of 
silkworms  and  mulberry  trees. 

Moved  and  adopted  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  on  the 
different  items  of  said  report. 

The  Chair  appointed  the  following  gentlemen: 

1st. — Calvin  Blythe,  Aaron  Clement,  Almon  H.  Read. 

2d. — Wm.  White,  David  Krause,  Edward  B.  Hubley. 

3d. — Thomas  U.  Sutherland,  H.  R.  Reed,  John  Rutter. 

4th. — P.  Phvsick,  J.  C.  Strode,  W.  Carr. 

5th. — Charles  Champion,  R.  S.  Elliott,  R.  J.  Fisher. 

After  which  it  wras  moved  and  adopted  that  Professor  John  Rey¬ 
nolds  address  the  Convention,  which  was  done  in  an  eloquent  and 
appropriate  manner. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Physick, 

A  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Olmstead 
of  Connecticut,  and  request  him  to  address  the  Convention. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed — Messrs.  Physick,  Car¬ 
penter,  and  Cox. 

Mr.  Olmstead  appeared  and  addressed  the  Convention,  in  a  happy 
manner,  and  exhibited  his  beautiful  specimens  of  silk  raised  from  the 
Multicaulis,  at  the  rate  of  100  lbs.  to  the  acre. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blythe, 

Mr.  Physick  read  a  very  interesting  paper  on  the  subject  of  silk. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sutherland  of  Philadelphia, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  and  report  on 
the  subject  of  the  reel  and  other  machinery,  best  adapted  to  advance 
the  culture  of  silk,  and  to  assign  their  reasons  therefor. 

The  Chair  appointed  the  following  gentlemen — Messrs.  Sutherland, 
Coryell,  Physick,  Dr.  W.  L.  Atlee,  Spencer,  Comfort,  Lyne. 

Moved  and  agreed  to,  that  when  this  Convention  adjourns,  it  will 
adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow  morning,  at  ten  o’clock. 

On  motion, 

The  Convention  adjourned. 


s 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  23. 

The  Convention  met  at  ten  o’clock,  A.  M. 

The  following  communication  was  read,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pilysick, 

Ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Journal. 

Philadelphia,  February  20,  1839. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Silk  Convention  assembled  at 
Harrisburg. 

Gentlemen  : — I  regret  very  much  that  I  cannot  have  the  pleasure 
of  assisting  at  the  Convention  for  the  encouragement  of  the  silk  culture 
— a  cause  in  which  I  have  for  several  years  been  greatly  interested, 
from  a  conviction  that  it  will  add  considerably  to  the  national  revenue, 
and  afford  profitable  employment  to  the  farmers  of  the  United  States, 
without  interfering  with  their  regular  business  :  but  although  unable 
to  attend,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  offer  some  advice,  which  I  deem 
of  gieat  importance  in  the  silk  culture. 

1.  On  hatching  the  egg  of  the  silk  worm.  This  should  be  done 
in  a  room  heated  by  a  stove,  in  place  of  trusting  to  the  heat  of  the 
atmosphere,  which  from  its  great  variability  in  the  course  of  a  few 
hours,  causes  the  eggs  to  hatch  irregularly,  unnecessarily  prolongs 
the  life  of  the  worm,  gives  great  trouble,  and  causes  additional  expense 
by  the  prolonged  attendance  they  require,  whereas,  when  exposed  to 
a  regular  heat  of  the  proper  degree,  the  worms  come  out  either  in  one 
or  two  days,  attain  a  uniform  growth,  and  spin  their  cocoons  at  the 
same  time.  No  one,  except  he  has  had  a  personal  experience  of  the 
two  plans  of  proceedure,  can  realise  the  very  great  benefits  attendant 
on  the  one  here  recommended,  and  of  its  superiority  over  the  usual 
mode  adopted,  and  even  recommended  in  nearly  all  the  pamphlets 
printed  in  this  country  on  silk. 

2.  Preserving  a  proper  temperature  of  the  room  in  which  the 
worms  are  kept,  so  as  to  insure  their  regular  growth,  which  never 
can  be  relied  on  when  they  are  exposed  to  the  chilling  cold  of  night, 
the  increased  heat  of  mid-day  or  the  afternoon,  or  to  the  cold  weather 
during  a  continuance  of  rain  which  may  take  place  while  the  worms 
are  feeding.  The  proper  degrees  of  heat  to  which  they  are  to  be 
exposed,  are  laid  down  in  the  Silk  Manual  which  I  prepared,  and  was 
published  by  Congress  in  the  year  1828,  and  in  the  abstract  therefrom 
made  by  me  at  the  request  of  “the  Society  for  promoting  the  culture 
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of  Silk  in  Pennsylvania,”  (to  which  I  belonged.)  in  1829.  I  would 
recommend  the  republication  of  this  abstract,  as  it  contains  directions 
founded  on  ample  experience  for  the  daily  attendance  on  the  worms 
from  their  hatching  until  they  spin  their  cocoons,  and  for  the  treatment 
of  the  latter  when  formed.  As  profit  did  not  enter  into  the  views  of 
our  society,  and  we  were  contented  with  the  satisfaction  derived  from 
attempting  to  promote  a  useful  branch  of  industry  in  Pennsylvania, 
the  pamphlet  containing  the  abstract  in  question  was  distributed  gratu¬ 
itously,  and  one  (of  two  copies  left  of  the  whole  edition,)  is  at  the 
service  of  any  committee  of  the  Convention,  which  may  be  appointed 
to  attend  to  the  reprinting  of  it.  I  presume  it  would  not  cost  more 
twenty-five  cents.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  regulating  the  heat  of  the 
feeding  room  by  a  thermometer,  which  is  essentially  necessary,  and 
the  price  of  the  instrument,  SI, 50,  can  be  no  object.  They  should 
be  purchased  of  M’Alister  or  Fisher,  in  Chestnut,  near  Second  street. 
The  cheaper  European  fabrics  ought  to  be  avoided,  as  no  reliance  can 
be  placed  on  their  accuracy. 

3d.  I  would  urge  the  use  of  the  feeding  frames  described  and  figured 
in  the  fifth  chapter  of  the  Silk  Manual,  as  calculated  greatly  to  lessen 
the  duty  of  feeding  and  attending  the  worms.  Having  employed  one 
ten  years  since  myself,  I  can  say  that  this  business  is  so  soon  dis¬ 
patched  as  not  to  deserve  the  mine  of  labor,  while  in  the  usual  mode 
of  keeping  the  insects  on  boards  or  tables,  the  trouble  on  a  large  scale 
is  serious  and  often  injurious  to  them  when  filled  wfith  the  silky 
material,  and  they  are  about  to  spin  their  cocoons.  The  one  I  used 
was  larger  than  that  1  have  figured,  and  would  accommodate  fifty 
thousand  worms  in  the  space  of  about  five  feet  in  height,  and  twenty 
inches  wide.  In  place  of  twine  or  catgut  I  had  the  sliding  frames 
filled  with  net-work  of  willow  twigs  by  a  manufacturer  of  baskets, 
who  attends  the  Philadelphia  market. 

4.  The  use  of  the  Piedmontese  reel  is  essential  to  the  production 
of  good  raw  silk,  to  the  consequent  profits  of  the  cultivator,  and  to  the 
excellence  of  the  fabrics  made  from  it.  The  exclusive  use  of  this 
implement  has  been  established  and  provided  for  by  law  in  Piedmont 
for  more  than  one  hundred  years,  by  all  those  engaged  in  the  culture 
of  silk,  and  of  the  various  attempts  to  improve  it  in  Europe,  none  have 
succeeded.  Substitutes  for  it  in  the  United  States  have  either  been 
lound  inferior  to  it,  or  so  very  dear  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  any 
except  large  manufacturers.  The  original  one  which  I  imported  in 
1828,  cost  fourteen  dollars,  but  much  neater  reels  were  made  by  the 
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late  Mr.  Tees,  a  spinning  wheel  maker,  for  ten.  I  will  put  any 
gentleman  in  the  way  of  procuring  one.  This  reel  and  the  feeding 
frame,  ought  to  be  kept  in  a  public  place,  that  those  who  wish  might 
have  others  made  from  them,  and  the  artist  must  be  enjoined  to  com 
struct  them  with  the  most  scrupulous  accuracy  after  the  model. 

5.  I  also  imported  a  machine  to  work  up  the  pierced  cocoons,  and 
deposited  it  in  the  Franklin  Institute  in  1831,  where  itcan  beexamined. 
Directions  for  using  it  accompanied  the  apparatus. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

.TAMES  MEASE. 

Mr.  Morton  presented  some  rare  specimens  of  silk,  manufactured 
at  Economy,  Beaver  county. 

Air.  Blythe,  from  the  committee  on  item  of  business  No.  1,  re¬ 
ported  as  follows,  viz: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the  organization 
of  a  State  Society,  report — 

That  in  their  opinion  it  is  expedient  that  a  State  Society  should  be 
formed  for  the  encouragement  of  the  culture  and  manufacture  of  silk, 
and  submit  the  following  project  of  a  constitution  for  such  society  : 

Constitution  of  the  Pennsylvania  Silk  Society. 

Article  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  “The  Pennsylvania  Silk 
Society,”  the  object  of  which  shall  be  to  promote  the  production  and 
manufacture  of  Silk  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Art.  2.  Any  member  of  this  Convention,  and  any  other  approved 
of  by  the  executive  committee  hereinafter  provided  for,  may  become 
a  member  of  this  society  by  signing  this  Constitution,  or  by  signi¬ 
fying  his  wish  to  the  corresponding  secretary,  and  by  paying  into 
the  treasury  any  sum  not  less  than  one  dollar,  and  the  same  annually  ; 
and  ten  dollars  paid  at  the  time  of  subscription  will  constitute  a  mem¬ 
ber  for  life. 

Any  properly  organized  Silk  company  or  association  may  claim  a 
perpetual  membership  in  the  Pennsylvania  Silk  society,  by  the 
payment  of  ten  dollars  into  the  treasury  in  advance,  and  shall  be 
entitled  to  two  representatives  in  the  annual  meeting. 

Art.  3.  The  society  shall  meet  annually,  at  such  time  and  place  as 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  shall  appoint. 

Art.  4.  The  officers  of  this  society  shall  be  a  president,  four  vice 
presidents,  a  recording  and  corresponding  secretary,  a  treasurer  and 
an  executive  committee,  to  consist  of  the  president,  corresponding 
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secretary,  and  five  members,  of  whom  three  shall  constitute  a  quorum, 
all  of  whom  shall  be  elected  annually,  but  shall  continue  in  office 
until  their  successors  shall  be  elected. 

Art.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  to  preside  at  the  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  society,  to  perform  the  duties  assigned  to  such  office,  and  to 
deliver  an  address  before  the  society  on  its  objects  and  interests  at  the 
meeting  succeeding  the  one  at  which  he  shall  be  appointed.  In  the 
absence  of  the  president  the  oldest  vice  president  shall  preside. 

Art.  6.  The  recording  secretary  shall  keep  the  books  and  papers 
of  the  society,  and  shall  record  its  proceedings. 

Art.  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  corresponding  secretary  to  con¬ 
duct  the  correspondence  of  the  Society,  and  cause  to  be  published 
such  papers  and  documents  as  the  executive  committee  shall  direct. 

Art.  8.  The  president  shall  take  charge  of  the  funds  of  the  society, 
and  pay  them  out  on  the  order  of  the  executive  committee ;  he  shall 
also  receive  and  dispose  for  exhibition  all  specimens  of  machinery, 
or  of  silk  produced  for  premium  or  exhibition,  and  shall  furnish  his 
accounts  annually. 

Art.  9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  executive  committee  to  devise 
and  execute  plans  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  the  society  ; 
shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies  in  their  own  body  until  the  next 
election  ;  shall  make  an  annual  report  of  their  proceedings  ;  shall 
recommend  measures  for  the  adoption  of  the  society,  and  shall  award 
premiums  and  medals  under  the  regulations  of  the  society. 

Art.  10.  The  society  may  elect  any  number  of  honorary  members, 
who  may  meet  and  deliberate,  but  not  vote  with  the  society. 

Art.  11.  Not  less  than  fifteen  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business  at  any  regular  meeting. 

Art.  12.  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a  vote 
of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present,  on  a  recommendation  of  the 
executive  committee  requesting  such  alteration  or  amendment. 

Art.  13.  This  society  shall  be  auxiliary  to  “The  American  Silk 
Society.” 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted  unanimously. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  committee  on  the  second  item,  reported  the 
following  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  which  was  adopted  by  the 
Convention,  viz  ; 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent — That  they  have  been 
delegated  by  their  fellow  citizens  of  the  different  counties  of  this  com¬ 
monwealth,  to  meet  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  the  interests  of  a  branch  of  domestic  manufacture  and 
industry,  which  has  lately  enlisted  the  attention  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  American  people,  to  wit :  the  cultivation  and  manufacture  of  silk  ; 
— that  having  met  in  pursuance  of  the  views  of  their  constituents,  in 
the  course  of  their  deliberations  they  have  discovered  an  obstacle  to 
the  success  of  their  cause,  which  they  apprehend  your  honorable 
bodies  alone  can  obviate. 

Your  memorialists  feel  assured  that  your  honorable  bodies  are  fully 
cognizant  of  the  fact,  that  public  opinion  has  attached  a  value  to  the 
mulberry  tree  and  its  foliage,  which  does  not  belong  to  any  other 
plant  either  of  the  nursery  or  of  the  forest ;  that  this  tree  must  be¬ 
yond  all  doubt  furnish  the  food  for  the  silk-worm,  and  will  be  univer¬ 
sally  used  for  the  purposes  of  those  interested  in  the  manufacture  of 
silk;  that  if  your  honorable  bodies  are  disposed  to  admit  these 
premises,  you  will  not  hesitate  to  adopt  some  measure  which  will 
secure  the  especial  protection  of  such  trees  and  their  foliage,  and 
distinguish  them  as  all  other  valuable  personal  property  is  now  dis¬ 
tinguished  by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth. 

We  would  particularly  ask  your  honorable  bodies  to  pass  a  law 
making  the  taking  or  stealing  of  the  said  tree  from  the  premises  of  an 
owner,  whether  it  be  dug  out  of  the  ground,  or  otherwise  taken  from 
the  premises,  the  same  crime  that  the  taking  or  stealing  of  any  other 
valuable  chattel  is  now  considered  to  be  by  the  Statute  or  Common 
Law,  which  prevails  in  this  commonwealth  ;  or  we  would  respectfully 
ask  the  adoption  of  any  measure  which,  in  the  estimation  of  your 
honorable  bodies,  may  be  deemed  effectual  against  trespassers  or  other 
wrong-doers. 

Mr.  Sutherland,  from  the  committee  on  the  third  item,  reported 
as  follows,  viz  : 

The  committee  upon  the  3d  item  of  business — that  of  preparing  a 
suitable  Address  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  upon  the  importance  of 
the  silk  culture — respectfully  report : 

That  considering  the  vast  importance  of  the  matter  submitted,  and 
its  effect  upon  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  silk  throughout  the  State, 
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sufficient  time  has  not  been  allotted  the  committee  for  the  necessary 
preparation. 

They  would  therefore  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  convention  for  a 
longer  period  and  promise  that  the  address  shall  be  prepared  in  the 
shortest  possible  time,  and  published  in  pamphlet  form,  and  in  the 
daily  papers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  thus  be  circulated  through¬ 
out  the  State. 

They  trust  that  this  arrangement  will  prove  satisfactory  to  the 
Convention,  it  alone  being  practicable  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

On  motion,  the  request  of  the  committee  was  granted. 

Mr.  Physick,  from  the  committee  on  the  fourth  item,  reported  as 
follows,  viz  ; 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  4th  article  presented 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Convention  by  the  arrangement-of-business 
committee,  respectfully  report : 

That  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  mass  of  the  community  among 
whom  the  present  excitement  prevails,  are  devoting  their  attention 
almost  wholly  to  the  rapid  propagation  of  mulberry  trees,  losing 
sight  of  what  in  fact  is  the  main  object — the  production  of  Silk.  It 
is  very  evident,  if  all  persons  engaged  in  increasing  any  one  article  of 
commerce,  were  to  confine  their  exertions  to  one  branch  of  the  art 
and  labor  essential  to  bring  it  to  perfection,  that  their  ultimate  object 
would  inevitably  fail.  In  order  to  produce  good  flour  it  is  necessary 
not  only  not  to  stop  when  the  wheat  has  been  grown  and  gathered  in, 
but  it  must  be  sent  to  the  mill,  sifted,  ground  and  bolted.  If  all  are 
exclusively  engaged  in  raising  trees,  and  rear  no  silk  worms  to  con¬ 
sume  their  foliage,  an  immense  loss  to  themselves,  to  say  nothing 
about  that  which  the  country  will  sustain,  must  necessarily  follow. 

It  was  stated  in  the  Convention  yesterday,  that  the  morus  multi- 
caulis  might  be  almost  entirely  stripped  of  leaves  without  injury,  but 
rather  with  benefit  to  it.  If  therefore  the  cultivator  of  trees  neglects 

O 

the  rearing  of  silk  worms,  and  suffers  his  leaves  to  fall  upon  the 
ground  and  rot  there,  he  not  only  fails  of  availing  himself  of  a  means 
of  adding  to  his  own  individual  wealth,  but  is  guilty  of  a  positive 
waste  of  benefits  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Creator  of  the  Uni¬ 
verse  :  Therefore, 
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Resolved,  That  this  Convention,  for  these  reasons,  would  urge 
upon  growers  of  trees  the  importance  of  immediately  procuring  the 
best  varieties  of  silk- worm  eggs  and  feeding  worms  as  extensively  as 
possible — particularly  inasmuch  as  by  beginning  even  with  a  few, 
they  will  learn  by  actual  practice  the  nature  and  habits  of  this  insect, 
and  obtain  by  propagation  a  valuable  stock  with  little  outlay  that  would 
otherwise  cost  them  an  immense  sum. 

The  resolution  attached  to  the  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Elliott,  from  the  committee  on  the  fifth  item,  reported  as 
follows,  viz  : 

The  committee  on  an  “  inquiry  into  the  relative  value  of  the  dif* 
ferent  varieties  of  silk  worms  and  mulberry  trees,”  report  the  fol¬ 
lowing  resolutions  for  the  adoption  of  the  Convention,  and  ask  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Resolved,  That  there  seems  to  be  but  little  radical  difference  be¬ 
tween  what  are  popularly  known  as  the  “varieties  of  the  silk 
worm,”  but  that  the  “relative  value  of  the  different  varieties,”  depends 
more  upon  the  treatment  of  the  worms  themselves,  than  upon  any 
difference  in  their  natures  ;  and  that  experience  will  demonstrate  to  all 
engaged  in  the  silk  culture,  which  are  the  best  varieties  for  all  practi¬ 
cal  purposes,  and  which  the  best  modes  of  treatment,  and  to  that 
ultimate  and  certain  test,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  submit  the  subject. 

Resolved,  That  there  seems  to  be  a  great  variety  of  mulberry  trees, 
many  of  which  will  furnish  excellent  silk,  but  that  experience  and 
public  opinion  point  to  the  moms  mullicaulis  as  decidedly  the  most 
valuable,  on  accountof  its  adaptation  to  our  climate,  its  rapid  growth^ 
and  the  peculiarly  large  size  of  its  leaves  ;  which  properties  save 
time  and  labor,  and  are  rendered  of  more  consequence  by  the  fact, 
hat  any  given  weight  of  the  multicaulis  leaves  will  produce  near  20 
per  cent,  more  silk  than  the  same  quantity  of  the  leaves  of  any  other 
mulberry. 

The  resolutions  being  before  the  Convention,  Mr.  Gideon  B. 
Smith  of  Baltimore,  was  called  on  for  his  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
the  silk  worm  and  mulberry  generally.  He  sustained  the  resolutions 
with  great  ability,  and  after  some  excellent  remarks  by  Mr.  Olm- 
stead,  of  Connecticut,  they  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Olmstead  then  signified  his  intention  to  present  eggs  of  differ¬ 
ent  varieties  of  worms  for  propagation,  to  Mr.  Kinsman  of  Phila-  ' 
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delphia,  and  rqeuested  that  other  gentlemen  might  be  named  to  receive 
part  of  them,  that  their  value  might  be  tested  in  different  parts  of  the 
istate. 

The  chair  nominated  Messrs.  E.  B.  Hubley,  Schuylkill  county; 
Wm.  Morton,  Beaver;  R.  J.  Fisher,  York;  James  M.  Porter, 
Easton;  David  Comfort,  Philadelphia  co. ;  L.  H.  Parsons,  Bucks ; 
John  Rutter,  Chester;  H.  P.  Carson,  Lancaster;  C.  Blythe,  Dau¬ 
phin  ;  Rev.  John  Reynolds,  Montgomery. 

Mr.  Physick,  from  the  committee  on  the  inquiry  relative  to  Reels, 
reported  as  follows,  viz  : 

The  committee  on  Reels  beg  leave  to  report — That  in  the  present 
infant  state  of  reeling  in  this  country,  they  do  not  feel  themselves 
competent  to  decide  the  important  matters  confided  to  them,  and 
especially  the  recommendation  of  any  one  particular  reel ;  for  which 
reason  they  respectfully  propose  to  the  Convention  that  their  com¬ 
mittee,  by  and  with  the  approbation  and  consent  of  the  Convention, 
will  offer  a  premium  of  two  hundred  dollars  to  be  paid  to  the  person 
who  shall  produce  the  best  reel,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June,  A. 
D.  1839,  the  award  to  be  made  by  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Franklin  Institute  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  ; — your  committee 
bind  themselves  to  pay  the  said  premium.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  reels  be  authorized  by  this  con- 
!  vention,  to  offer  a  premium  of  two  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  to 
the  person  who  shall  produce  in  Philadelphia,  on  or  before  the  1st 
day  of  June,  A.  D.  1839,  of  his  own  invention  or  improvement,  a 
Reel  best  adapted  to  reeling  silk  for  home  consumption  and  expor¬ 
tation,  to  be  awarded  by  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  Franklin 
Institute  of  Philadelphia. 

The  resolution  attached  to  the  report  was  adopted. 

A  communication  from  Thomas  U.  Sutherland,  of  Philadelphia, 
was  received,  covering  a  beautiful  specimen  of  silk  manufactured  in 
Wisconsin  Territory,  and  which  had  been  forwarded  for  presentation 
by  Judge  Doty  of  that  Territory.  Mr.  S.  made  some  eloquent 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  silk  culture  generally.  He  viewed  it  as 
a  matter  in  which  not  only  Petjnsylvania  but  “  our  whole  country  ” 
is  interested. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coryell,  of  Bucks, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  that  silk  may 
be  grown  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  not  only  for  domestic  purpo- 
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ses,  but  as  a  valuable  article  of  commercial  export,  thereby  giving 
active  employment  to  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  and  retain¬ 
ing  a  vast  amount  of  money  which  is  now  paid  for  this  article  to 
foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Morton  of  Beaver  made  some  highly  interesting  statements 
relative  to  the  progress  of  the  silk  business  in  that  flourishing  and 
enterprising  county. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gilbert,  of  Adams, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  publication  be  appointed,  who 
shall  have  five  hundred  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention 
printed  as  soon  as  possible,  for  distribution  among  the  members  ;  and 
it  shall  be  die  duty  of  the  Committee  to  lay  the  proceedings  before 
the  legislature  and  respectfully  request  that  body  to  authorize  the 
printing  of  them,  in  English  and  German,  for  general  distribution. 

The  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  D.  Gilbert,  S.  C.  Huines,  C. 
Blythe,  I.  G.  M’Kinley,  and  R.  S.  Elliott,  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Diller, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  for  the  city  of  Philadel. 
phia  and  for  each  county  represented  in  the  Convention,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  proper  owners  and  holders  of  the  genu¬ 
ine  Monts  Multicaulis  and  cause  a  list  of  their  names  to  be  published. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  said  committee ; 

Philadelphia  city  and  county. — Philip  Physick,  Aaron  Clement, 
Jehu  Ward,  D.  Comfort,  Kirby  Spencer. 

Lehigh. — Dr.  Chas.  Dickensheid,  Jacob  Dillinger,  Charles  S. 
Bush. 

Delaware. — James  T.  Peters,  John  J.  Huddleson,  Hill  Brinton. 

Berks. — Col.  J.  Miller,  Elijah  Deckert,  John  J.  Faber. 

Chester. — R.  Pirn,  Davis  Hoopes,  Z.  Denlinger. 

Lancaster. — Adam  Diller,  S.  C.  Humes,  C.  Herr. 

Lebanon. — John  Marquart,  H.  DeHuff,  Dr.  George  Lineweaver. 

Schuylkill. — Joseph  Morgan,  Thos.  B.  Nichols,  Peter  Filbert. 

Montgomery. — Samuel  Dorrance,  J.  S.  Yost,  George  M.  Alsop. 

Dauphin. — Dr.  B.  Becker,  George  W. Harris,  A.  Miller. 

Bucks. — L.  H.  Parsons,  John  H.  Anderson,  W.  Carr. 

Northampton. —  James  M.  Port£f,  Dr.  George  Junkin,  Joseph  J. 
Albright. 

Cumberland. — W.  Line,  Thos.  Himes,  Jeremiah  Reese. 

Fork. — R.  J.  Fisher,  Thos.  C.  Hambly,  Henry  Doll.  If 

Beaver. — W.  Morton,  M.  T.  C.  Gould,  Rev.  G.  Rapp. 
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Mercer.— Samuel  P.  Read,  M.  Leach,  John  J.  Pearson. 

Susquehanna. — A.  H.Read,  C.  Chandler,  Warren  Dimock. 

Monroe. — M.  W.  Coolbaugh,  James  H.  Stroud,  John  Huston. 

Luzerne. — George  W.  Woodward,  C.  Butler,  Andrew  Beau¬ 
mont. 

Adams. — Dr.  D.  Gilbert,  T.  C.  Miller,  J.  H.  Marsden. 

Franklin. — Fr.’ Smith,  R.  P.  Little,  D.  Fullerton. 

Allegheny. — Walter  Forward,  Harmar  Denny,  J.  K.  Moorhead. 

Bedford. — W.  C.  Logan,  G.  W.  Bowman,  A.  J.  Cline. 

Huntingdon. — John  G.  Miles,  Conrad  Bucher,  Christian  Garber. 

Mifflin. — Ephraim  Banks,  Shem  Zook,  John  Haman. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rutter,  of  Chester, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  to  the  several  silk 
and  agricultural  societies  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  offer  pre¬ 
miums  to  those  interested  in  the  cultivation  of  the  mulberry  and  the 
culture  of  silk,  in  such  a  way  as  will  best  promote  the  interests  of  this 
interesting  branch  of  industry. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  of  Philadelphia, 
e  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  convention  be  tendered  to  Gide- 
•  on  B.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  for  the  important  and  interesting  facts 
L  communicated  by  him,  as  well  as  for  his  promptness  and  courtesy  iri 
replying  to  the  various  questions  propounded  to  him. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Elliott, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be  also  tendered  to 
Messrs.  Ellis,  of  New  Jersey,  and  Olmstead,  of  Connecticut,  for 
the  valuable  information  they  have  presented  to  this  body. 

On  motion,  the  convention  adjourned  till  three  o’clock,  P.  M, 


SAME  DAY— AFTERNOON. 

Convention  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Becker,  of  Dauphin, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  the  formation  of  silk 
societies  in  every  county  of  this  state,  auxiliiry  to  the  State  society, 
and  also  in  each  of  the  townships  and  districts  of  the  state,  auxiliary  to 
the  respective  county  societies. 


2. 
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Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  that  public  fairs  be 
annually  held  by  each  county  society,  for  the  exhibition  of  articles 
and  fabrics  of  silk,  or  cocoons,  with  premiums. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Physiok,  of  Philadelphia, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  to  the  particular 
attention  of  the  community,  the  “  Journal  of  the  American  Silk 
Society,”  (published  at  Baltimore  by  J.  S.  Skinner,)  as  most  likely 
to  afford  the  best  information  on  the  culture  of  silk. 

[On  motion  of  Mr.  Physick,  the  Convention  adjourned  for  one 
hour,  during  which  time  a  State  Silk  Society  was  formed,  when  the 
Convention  re-assembled.] 

Mr.  Blythe  submitted  the  following  statement,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  entered  on  the  journals,  viz  : 


Premiums  on  Silk,  paid  at  the  State  Treasury  of  Pennsylva,- 
nia,  under  Act  of  2d  April,  1838. 


NAME. 

COUNTY. 

WHEN  PAID. 

COCOONS. 

REELED  SILK. 

|amt.pd. 

0.  YV.  Hewitt, 

Franklin, 

27  Nov. ’38 

1871  lbs. 

$37  55 

A.  Hewitt, 

do 

66  66  66 

42$  “ 

3  lbs.  6  OZ. 

10  15 

Jed’h.  Strong, 

Philad’a. 

31  Dec.  “ 

94  40 

Kirby  Spencer, 

do 

66  .6  66 

7  45 

H.  C.  Rudolph, 

do 

66  66  66 

55 

Thomas  Leidy, 

do 

66  6  6,  6  6 

55 

Louisa  A  Gettys 

Bedford, 

66  66  66 

2  70 

Nancy  Dunlap, 

Erie, 

6.6  6  6  6  6 

8  55 

Amy  Pannock, 

Chester, 

(C  66  66 

1  00 

John  Rutter, 

do 

66  6.  66 

3  40 

Jona.  Valentine, 

do 

66  66  66 

12  30 

R-  iVl.  Donalson 

Bucks, 

66  66  66 

94 

Sarah  Reed. 

Perry, 

66  66  66 

1  25 

James  Morgan, 

Schuy’ll. 

66  ((  66 

2  45 

Julius  Breck, 

Susq’na. 

66  66  66 

1  80 

Gertrude  Rapp, 

Beaver, 

31  Jan.,  ’39 

1440  lbs. 

151  lbs. 

363  50 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Houston,  of  Lancaster, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  iespectfully  suggest  to  the  Direct¬ 
ors  or  Managers  of  Humane  and  charitable  Institutions  of  our  cities 
and  laige  towns,  the  advantage  that  would  result  to  the  industrious 
poor  of  their  neighborhoods  from  the  establishment  of  Mulberry 
orchards  for  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  leaves,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rutter,  of  Chester, 

Resolved,  I  hat  the  Convention  recommend  to  the  directors  of 
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he  poor  of  the  several  counties  of  the  state  to  introduce  the  culture 
jf  silk  among  the  paupers  and  others  under  their  public  charge. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Physick,  (who  put  the  question,)  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be,  and  they  hereby 
iare,  tendered  to  the  President  for  the  very  able  and  impartial  manner 
|in  which  he  has  discharged  his  duties. 

The  President,  in  reply,  addressed  the  Convention  pertinently 
and  beautifully,  on  the  silk  business. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Editors  of  newspapers,  in  Harrisburg  and 
elsewhere,  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  silk  culture,  be  requested  to 
publish  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention. 

On  motion  the  Convention  adjourned  sine  die. 


.  > 
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The  following  sketch  of  a  portion  of  the  Debates  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  was  written  out  from  the  short-hand  notes  of  Mr.  M’Kinley, 
one  of  the  Secretaries,  and  is  published  with  a  view  of  dissemi¬ 
nating  through  the  country  the  valuable  information  which  it 
contains. 


FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  22,  1889. 

Mr.  COMFORT,  after  a  few  remarks  in  relation  to  the  character 
of  the  Convention,  suggested  the  propriety  of  making  an  application 
to  the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  a  law  by  which  the  Morus 
Multicaulis  might  be  made  moveable  property.  This,  he  thought, 
ought  to  be  done  to  protect  tenants  in  the  raising  of  this  valuable  tree, 
and  to  prevent  landlords  from  claiming  trees  planted  out  on  their 
grounds  by  tenants. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  Convention  thought  it  would  be  unne¬ 
cessary  to  ask  for  the  passage  of  a  law  of  this  kind,  inasmuch  as 
under  the  present  laws  tenants  desiring  to  go  into  this  business  could 
be  protected  from  the  exactions  of  their  landlords. 

Professor  REYNOLDS,  at  the  request  ofthe  Convention,  addressed 
the  body  at  some  length  in  an  able  and  eloquent  manner.  He  pointed 
to  the  great  advantages  which  this  country  possessed  over  European 
countries  in  the  raising  of  silk,  (in  consequence  of  climate  and  the 
general  intelligence  and  enterprise  of  our  people,)  and  urged  the 
propriety  of  going  into  the  business,  not  only  with  a  view  of  manu¬ 
facturing  our  own  silks,  but  to  produce  the  raw  material  as  an  article 
of  export.  In  doing  this,  he  assured  gentlemen,  that  it  would  not 
only  be  a  profitable  business  to  those  concerned  in  it,  but  in  time  it 
would  yield  a  revenue  to  the  government.  The  governments  of  Italy 
and  Naples,  at  the  present  time,  derive  no  less  a  revenue  than  three 
dollars  and  a  half  a  pound  from  this  single  article,  which  is  about  one 
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half  of  the  value  of  it  as  it  exists  in  this  country.  This  was  the 
duty  charged  by  those  governments  on  all  silks  exported,  and  thus  it 
will  be  seen  that  this  Republican  Government  is  paying  yearly,  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars,  to  the  direct  support  of  the  monarchies  of  Europe. 
If  it  were  actually  necessary  that  we  should  pay  this  tribute  to  foreign 
governments,  it  would  be  a  different  matter ;  but  as  there  was  no 
necessity  for  it  in  the  world,  and  we  can  raise  as  good  if  not  a  better 
article  in  this  country,  it  became  the  duty  of  every  patriot  to  use  his 
exertions  to  induce  our  people  to  go  into  the  silk  business.  The 
business  might  be  pursued  to  almost  any  extent  in  this  country,  inas¬ 
much  as  the  climate  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  rearing  of  silk* 
by  reason  of  its  dry  atmosphere.  It  was  a  remarkable  fact  that 
some  of  the  European  countries,  of  the  same  degree  of  latitude  with 
this  country,  the  article  cannot  be  raised  to  advantage,  if  it  can  be 
produced  at  all.  In  England  the  business  has  never  been  carried  on 
to  any  extent,  because  of  the  dampness  of  the  atmosphere,  which  is 
injurious  to  the  silk-worms. 

Mr.  R.  next  went  into  a  comparison  between  the  ordinary  crops  ot 
this  State  and  the  silk  crop,  in  order  to  show  the  importance  of  at 
once  entering  into  the  silk  business.  The  product  of  good  farming 
land  was  not  generally  more  than  thirty  bushels  of  wheat,  forty  of 
rye,  forty  or  fifty  of  corn,  and  sixt)^  or  a  hundred  of  potatoes,  to  the 
acre,  which  at  the  usual  prices  would  not  exceed  thirty  or  forty  dollars 
per  acre.  Now  an  acre  in  mulberry,  well  attended  to,  would  produce 
at  least  two  hundred  dollars,  clear  money;  and  this  acre,  too,  might 
be  of  land  which  could  not  be  used  for  common  farming  crops.  Mr. 
R.  then  referred  to  the  great  advantages  which  the  poor  man  with  a 
large  family,  and  the  female  part  of  the  community,  were  to  derive 
from  the  silk  business,  and  called  the  special  attention  of  our  young 
ladies  to  the  subject.  Children  even  of  three,  four,  and  five  years  of 
age,  could  be  employed  in  it,  if  under  the  direction  of  an  elder  sister 
or  brother — and  what  more  healthful  and  beautiful  employment  could 
there  be  for  children  and  young  ladies  than  the  gathering  of  the  mul¬ 
berry  leaves  and  the  feeding  of  the  silk  worms  ?  He  hoped  the  day 
was  not  far  distant  when  we  would  see  the  young  ladies  every  where 
in  our  country  actively  and  industriously  engaged  in  this  business, 
making  a  handsome  profit  to  themselves  and  adding  a  great  and  lasting 
benefit  to  their  country.  In  the  days  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  a  law  was 
passed  in  England  requiring  every  young  lady,  before  she  laid  any 
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claim  to  a  husband,  to  make  for  herself  a  set  of  body  linen  and  a  set 
of  bed  linen,  and  it  was  in  consequence  of  this  law  that  we  have  at 
the  present  day  the  legal  term  “  spinster"  applied  to  all  unmarried 
ladies.  Now,  although  he  had  no  desire  to  see  a  law  of  this  descrip¬ 
tion  passed  in  our  country,  still  he  did  hope  that  public  opinion  would 
operate  so  powerfully  that  in  time  it  would  be  looked  upon  as  a  dis¬ 
credit  to  any  young  lady  to  get  married  until  she  had  raised  silk  enough 
to  make  herself  her  wedding  dresses  ;  and  that  in  after  time,  instead 
of  having  them  termed  “  spinsters,"  they  would  be  designated  “  silk- 
sters,"  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  manufacture  a  word. 

Mr.  OLMSTEAD,  of  East  Hartford,  Connecticut,  was  introdu¬ 
ced  by  a  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  him.  Mr.  0.  exhibited 
to  the  Convention  a  large  quantity  of  sewing  silk  of  every  variety  of 
color,  twist  and  braid,  and  different  descriptions  of  cocoons,  a  small 
lot  of  which  were  of  an  extraordinary  size,  being  almost  twice  as  large 
as  the  mammoth  white  and  the  largest  of  the  other  varieties.  This 
latter  description  had  been  lately  brought  to  this  country  from 
Turkey.  Mr.  O.  stated  that  he  had  a  number  of  the  eggs  of  this  de¬ 
scription  in  Connecticut,  and  proposed  sending  a  few  of  them  to  a 
committee  to  be  appointed  by  this  Convention,  with  a  view  of  having 
them  increased  and  distributed  through  the  various  portions  of  the 
State.  Mr.  0.  said  that  the  silk  then  before  the  Convention  had 
been  raised  from  the  sixteenth  of  an  acre,  the  mulberry  having  been 
put  down  in  layers  last  Spring,  the  rows  three  feet  and  a  half  apart. 
The  product  was  at  the  rate  of  seventy-two  pounds  of  the  pure  silk 
to  the  acre,  and  three  pounds  of  floss  silk.  The  leaves  of  these  trees 
were  not  all  fed  to  the  worms,  but  those  not  fed  were  weighed,  and  it 
was  estimated  that  the  loss  in  this  way  would  have  brought  up  the 
product  of  the  acre  to  one  hundred  pounds.  In  stripping  the  young 
trees  of  the  leaves  to  feed  the  worms  he  had  taken  the  lower  ones 
first,  leaving  a  few  on  the  end  of  each  branch.  The  wood  ripened 
better  in  this  way,  having  an  opportunity  to  become  mature  to  the 
very  ends  of  the  limbs.  The  sewing  silk  before  you,  was  made, 
(said  Mr.  0.)  on  Bottsworth’s  machine,  which  cost  only  fifty  dollars. 
He  then  entered  into  a  comparison  between  the  cotton  lands  of  the 
South  and  the  mulberry  orchards  wherever  raised,  and  demonstrated 
that  one  acre  of  the  Morus  Multicaulis  would  produce  as  much 
clear  money  as  fifty  acres  of  the  best  cotton  land  in  Georgia.  Mr. 
O.  next  proceeded  to  show  that  the  poor  might  be  greatly  benefited 
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by  the  silk  business.  During  the  last  summer  a,  poor,  woman,  who 
lived  near  him  took  two  thousand  worms,  and  fed  them  for  him  on 
the  shares,  using  his  mulberry  leaves.  She  was  only  employed  in 
the  occupation  about  two  weeks,  and  after  giving  him  back  half  the 
cocoons  and  letting  her  share  hatch  out,  she  sold  the  eggs  for  $37,00, 
being  more  money  than  she  had.  ever  before  had  at  one  time  in.  her 
life.  If  these  same  eggs  had  been  kept  to  this  time,  $100  could  have 
been  had  for  them.  This  silk  business  was  the  business  of  the 
widow  and  the  fatherless,  and  it  would  be  of  the  most  importance  to 
the  poor.  It  was  a  business  above  all  others  which  the  ladies  of 
this  country  ought  to  engage  in.  He  called  upon  the  American 
ladies  to  exert  all  their  influence  in  behalf  of  this  enterprise,  and  said 
that  if  we  were  but  seconded  by  them,  it  was  immaterial  to  him  who 
lived  in  the  smiles  of  the  “Lords  of  Creation.”  He  asked  if  the 
American  people  were  to  continue  to  pay  out  twenty  millions  of 
dollars  a  year  to  foreign,  governments,  for  the  article  of  silk,  when  a 
better  article  could  be  manufactured  at  home,  thus  saving  our  money 
and  giving  employment  to  our  own  people.  He  had  lately  been  at 
Washington  city,  and  had  understood  that  there  were  a  host  of  per¬ 
sons  there  constantly  making  applications  for  offices,  and  that  there 
were  about  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  of  them  whodrew  blanks  to 
one  who  drew  a  prize  in  the  great  lottery.  Now,  if  these  persons 
would  go  with  him  into  the  silk  business  and  execise  the  same  per¬ 
severance  which  they  did  there,  he  would  guarantee  that  the  order  of 
things  would  be  reversed,  and  that  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  of 
them  would  draw  prizes  where  one  of  them  would  draw  a  blank,  Mr. 
0.  continued  to  address  the  Convention  for  some  time,  pointing  out 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  business,  in  a  strain  of  eloquence 
which  the  reporter  feels  himself  whplly  unable  to  do  justice  to. 


SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  23,  1839; 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  an  inquiry  into  the  relative  value  of 
the  different  varieties  of  silk  worms  and  mulberry  trees  being  under 
consideration  : 

GIDEON  B.  SMITH,  Esq.,  of  Baltimore,  in  reply  to.  various 
interrogatories  propounded  to  him  by  gentlemen,  (members  of  the' 
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Convention,)  stated  that  from  ten  years’  experience  and  many  careful 
experiments  made  in  that  time,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  Moras  Multicaulis  would  make  twenty  per  cent,  more  silk  from 
a  given  quantity  of  leaves  than  any  other  description  of  tree  ;  and  the 
reason  of  it  was,  that  there  was  very  little  woody  fibre  in  this  leaf, 
while  the  white  mulberry  leaf  was  highly  charged  with  it.  The 
Multicaulis  could  be  planted  out  in  the  Spring  either  by  cuttings, 
layers,  or  by  roots,  and  a  crop  of  silk  be  made  from  them  the  same 
season,  and  no  other  tree  afforded  this  facility.  Of  the  Alpine  mul¬ 
berry,  he  had  had  no  experience,  but  from  the  descriptions  he  had  read 
of  it  he  was  satisfied  it  was  a  tree  of  the  white  mulberry  species,  and 
consequently  possessing  some  of  the  disadvantages  of  the  woody 
fibred  leaf.  He  thought,  however,  that  it  had  rather  been  under-rated 
than  over-rated.  With  regard  to  the  silk  worm,  he  had  used  all  the 
varieties  he  could  get  hold  of — the  mammoth  white,  the  sulphur,  the 
yellow,  &c. — but  he  believed  that  in  many  cases  new  names  had 
been  adopted  for  old  things.  His  own  experience  had  convinced 
him  that  the  worm  known  by  the  name  of  the  old  fashioned  “  six 
weeks  worm  ”  was  the  hardiest  and  the  best  for  our  use  at  present. 
The  Chinese  small  white,  which  produces  from  eight  to  ten  crops  a 
year,  makes  very  fine  silk,  but  it  takes  from  five  to  seven  hundred 
cocoons  to  the  pound.  The  silk  produced  from  them  wras  used  for 
making  fine  gossamers  ;  but  he  did  not  believe  that  this  was  a  profita¬ 
ble  worm  for  our  country  as  yet.  There  was  also  in  this  country  a 
“two  crop  worm,”  but  it  seemed  to  him  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  these  two  crop  worms,  because  the  common  worm  could  be 
retarded  and  brought  out  at  any  time  if  they  were  properly  managed. 
He  had  raised  cocoons  from  the  common  worm  that  only  took  from 
one  hundred  and  eighty  to  two  hundred  to  the  pound.  He  fed  his 
worms  night  and  day,  kept  them  constantly  eating,  and  they  began 
to  spin  in  twenty-eight  days.  Ninety-nine  of  every  hundred  of  the 
worms  in  this  country  were  of  the  “six  weeks”  kind.  He  concur¬ 
red  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  believed  every  word  of  the 
resolution  to  be  true. 

Mr.  S.  next  spoke  of  the  relative  strength  of  the  silk  fibre.  He 
had  made  experiments  in  feeding  from  fifteen  varieties  of  the  mul¬ 
berry,  and  the  result  fully  convinced  him  of  the  superiority  of  the 
Moras  Multicaulis.  The  worms  preferred  it,  the  cocoons  were 
larger,  and  the  silk  better  and  stronger.  He  had  tested  the  strength 
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of  the  silk  from  different  varieties  of  the  mulberry  by  suspending 
weights  to  each  till  it  broke,  and  in  every  instance  he  had  found  that 
from  the  Multicaulis  to  bear  more  weight  than  any  other  kind.  The 
common  black  mulberry,  most  strange  to  say,  came  next.  He  belie¬ 
ved,  however,  that  a  good  deal  depended  on  the  care  of  the  worm,  in 
producing  good  silk.  Silk  was  produced  from  a  fluid  somewhat 
similar  to  varnish,  and  it  was  converted  into  elastic  fibres  by  the 
oxygen  of  the  atmosphere.  A  dry  atmosphere  is  indispensably 
necessary  in  the  raising  of  good  silk.  A  damp  atmosphere  is  ruinous 
to  it.  This  is  the  reason  why  silk  cannot  be  grown  to  advantage  in 
England.  The  latitude  of  England  was  about  the  same  as  the 
northern  part  of  this  country,  but  on  account  of  its  insular  situation, 
and  the  dampness  of  the  atmosphere,  it  was  wholly  unfitted  for  the 
raising  of  silk. 

He  had  also  made  experiments  in  the  feeding  of  the  worms.  He 
had  taken  worms  hatched  out  on  the  same  day  and  divided  them  into 
three  lots.  One  portion  he  had  fed  constantly  as  much  as  they  could 
eat,  night  and  day  ;  another  portion  he  had  only  fed  in  the  day  time, 
and  then  not  very  plentifully ;  and  the  third  portion  he  had  fed  only 
every  third  day.  Those  fed  constantly  commenced  spinning  in 
twenty-jive  days,  and  made  the  best  of  silk  ;  those  fed  but  moderately 
did  not  spin  until  the  fortieth  day,  and  the  silk  was  of  an  inferior 
quality  ;  and  those  fed  every  third  day  did  not  begin  to  spin  until  the 
sixtieth  day,  and  the  silk  was  not  worth  reeling.  This  was  conclu¬ 
sive  proof  that  every  thing  depended  on  attention  to  the  worms.  The 
more  rapidly  they  are  fed,  the  more  profitable  the  business  and  the 
better  the  silk. 

In  reply  to  an  interrogatory,  Air.  S.  stated  that  the  tlrussa  tree  had 
iormerly  been  known  by  the  name  of  the  Constantinople  mulberry. 
He  had  found  it  better  than  the  white  mulberry  for  feeding  worms, 
but  only  so  on  account  of  the  largeness  of  its  leaves.  He,  however, 
had  rejected  all  but  the  Morus  Multicaulis. 

Mr.  ELLIOT  I  inquired  what  effect  the  Morus  Multicaulis  had 
upon  poor  lands,  and  whether  it  was  useful  for  any  other  purpose 
than  the  feeding  of  the  silk  worm  ? 

Mr.  SMI  I II  stated  that  lie  was  satisfied,  if  we  never  raised  a  silk 
worm,  the  Morus  Multicaulis  would  be  a  valuable  article  for  poor 
lands  and  for  cow  pasture.  The  cows  were  excessively  fond  of  the 
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leaf,  and  when  they  are  permitted  to  eat  it  they  give  double  the  usual 
quantity  of  milk.  This  he  had  discovered  to  his  disadvantage,  for 
his  cows  had  broken  into  his  trees  and  destroyed  the  tops  of  many  of 
them.  When  a  cow  once  gets  them  to  eat  she  will  scarcely  eat  any 
thing  else  for  twenty-four  hours.  But  these  trees  were  a  great  im¬ 
provement  to  the  land,  and  he  believed  fifty  acres  could  be  planted 
with  them  at  about  the  same  cost  of  putting  it  in  clover  or  timothy. 
They  improve  the  worn-out  land  so  much  that  in  a  few  years  it 
becomes  equal  to  the  best  virgin  soil  in  its  vicinity.  Mr.  S.  then 
related  an  experiment  made  by  a  gentleman  in  South  Carolina  on  a 
piece  of  worn-out  cotton  land.  It  was  planted  in  mulberry  trees, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1837  the  trees  were  sold,  when  a  cotton  crop  was 
putin  the  ground,  and  it  was  decidedly  the  best  cotton  on  the  planta¬ 
tion. 

In  reply  to  an  interrogatory,  as  to  whether  the  Multicaulis  leaf  was 
not  sometimes  too  succulent  to  make  proper  food  for  the  worms,  Mr. 
S.  stated  that  it  was  succulent  in  proportion  to  the  richness  of  the 
soil.  Gentlemen  who  wish  to  plant  the  Multicaulis  to  make  silk,  must 
not  put  it  on  rich  ground.  Three  times  he  had  lost  his  whole  crop  by 
manuring  the  mulberry  ground.  Mature  leaves  make  the  best  food, 
and  if  they  are  too  succulent  it  would  be  well  to  pull  them  a  day  or 
two  before  needed  and  put  them  in  a  cool  place.  He  had  seen  it 
stated  that  it  was  an  improvement  to  feed  the  worms  on  wet  leaves, 
but  he  would  give  his  experience  against  any  person  trying  this. — 
He  had  known  a  single  drop  of  water  to  kill  a  silk  worm.  He  be¬ 
lieved  that  worms  fed  upon  wet  leaves  were  subject  to  the  disease 
known  by  the  name  of  stripes .  In  many  instances  the  whole  cocoon¬ 
ery  was  destroyed  by  this  disease,  which  appeared  to  be  somewhat 
similar  to  the  plague  in  the  human  species.  He  never  had  found 
any  advantage  in  feeding  cut  leaves,  although  he  had  tried  it  frequent¬ 
ly  ;  the  youngest  of  the  worms  would  cut  through  the  whole  leaf  and 
consume  it  just  as  readily  as  though  it  were  cut ;  bruised  leaves  the 
worms  would  not  eat.  He  rejected  entirely  the  theory  that  you 
must  have  fine  leaves  for  young  worms.  From  sixty-five  to  seventy- 
five  degrees  he  considered  the  best  temperature  for  the  cocoonery 
while  the  worms  were  at  work,  but  he  would  never  throw  water  on 
the  floor  to  reduce  the  temperature,  because  he  would  thus  create  a 
dampness  in  the  atmosphere. 

The  mulberry  would  grow  on  the  poorest  land.  It  had  been 
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raised  six  feet  high  from  cuttings  on  the  poor  sandy  soil  in  New 
Jersey,  where  not  a  spear  of  grass  would  grow.  Slate  soil  suited 
them  very  well,  but  they  would  grow  well  on  almost  any  descript- 
tion  of  land,  provided  it  lay  high  and  did  not  hold  too  much  water. 
If  the  trees  were  left  out  all  winter,  a  northern  exposure  was  to  be 
preferred,  and  if  the  sun  never  see  the  trees  in  the  winter,  so  much  the 
better. 

Mr.  S.  then  related  various  experiments  with  the  Multicaulis  tree,  all 
of  which  proved  that  a  northern  exposure  was  the  most  safe,  as  it  is 
not  the  cold  but  the  sunny  and  warm  days  of  winter  which  injure  the 
trees,  by  starting  the  sap  prematurely,  when  it  is  certain  to  be  check¬ 
ed  by  subsequent  frosts. 

Mr.  OLMSTEAD,  of  Connecticut,  again  rose  and  addressed  the 
Convention.  lie  produced  several  large  balls  of  twist,  manufactured 
from  his  own  mulberry,  which  were  worth  sixteen  dollars  a  pound — 
this  being  about  equal  to  their  weight  in  silver;  and  how  much  more 
easily,  said  Mr.  O.,  is  this  to  be  produced  than  to  procure  the  silver 
by  going  to  the  mines  of  Potosi,  or  of  any  other  place?  He  differed 
with  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  with  regard  to  the  varieties  of  the 
silk  worm,  and  contended  that  there  was  as  much  difference  between 
the  different  kinds  of  silk  worm,  as  there  was  between  the  different 
kinds  of  cattle  on  our  farms — as  much  difference  as  there  was  between 
the  little  Canadian  horse  and  the  Virginia  racer  ;  and  this  he  presu¬ 
med  was  owing  to  culture.  He  then  went  on  to  enumerate  the 
different  varieties,  &c.,  and  to  relate  numerous  experiments  made  by 
Deacon  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  in  the  raising  of  the  worm.  He  dif¬ 
fered  also  with  the  gentleman  in  relation  to  the  succulent  leaves  being 
injurious  to  the  worm.  Certainly  he  had  never  heard  of  any  bad 
consequences  arising  from  this  in  New  England.  There  they  manu¬ 
red  their  mulberry  land,  and  were  as  careful  in  giving  food  to  the 
mulberry  as  in  giving  food  to  the  worms.  Coarse  buildings  were 
reckoned  better,  in  the  Eastern  States,  for  cocooneries,  than  plastered 
ones.  He  had  seen  worms  fed  on  the  leaves  grown  on  rich  land 
lrom  early  in  the  Spring  until  frost  came  in  the  fall,  without  any  bad 
effects  from  them.  With  regard  to  the  silk  worm  egg,  he  stated  that 
a  neighbor  of  his  had  given  him  some  eggs  which  had  been  frozen  in 
the  winter,  and  notwithstanding  this  they  hatched  out  and  made  good 
cocoons,  therefore  it  would  appear  that  freezing  had  no  effect  upon 
them.  He  had  been  inquired  of  with  regard  to  the  best  hedges  foe- 
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the  silk  worms  to  spin  in.  Some  persons  used  a  small  piece  of  paper 
rolled  up  at  the  one  side  and  spread  out  at  the  other,  and  others  used 
broom  corn,  with  the  seed  stripped  off ;  but  he  believed  the  most 
convenient  thing  to  be  a  handful  of  rye  or  wheat  straw,  made  per¬ 
fectly  dean,  tied  tight  at  one  end  and  spread  out  at  the  other  like  a 
broom ;  this  made  a  sufficient  number  of  cells  for  the  worms  to  go 
into,  and  the  silk  when  spun  in  these  openings  was  perfectly  clean. 
This  was  perhaps  the  most  easily  constructed  hedge  in  use. 

Mr.  G.  B.  SMITH,  at  the  request  of  members  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  stated  that  the  Morus  Multicaulis  tree  had  been  introduced  into 
this  country  by  Messrs.  Prince  &  Sons,  in  1827.  This  tree  was 
found  on  the  Philippine  Islands  atid  was  introduced  into  France  in  the 
year  1824.  In  1829,  MfessrS.  Prince  &  Sons  sent  me  one  of  those 
trees,  then  known  by  the  name  of  the  Philippine  Island  mulberry. 
The  word  Multicaulis  was  adopted  by  the  Linnean  Society  of  Paris, 
as  being  descriptive  of  the  specific  character  of  the  tree,  which  is 
many  stalked — that  is,  numerous  stalks  grow  from  the  crown  of  the 
roots,  like  those  of  the  lilac,  hazle,  <fcc.  The  first  introduction  of  the 
word  Multicaulis  into  this  country,  was  in  the  early  part  of  1830. 
Throe  of  the  trees  were  then  sent  to  the  late  Dr.  Pascalis  of  New 
York,  under  the  name  of  Morus  Multiaculis,  with  a  detailed  account 
of  the  tree  and  its  botanical  character.  Dr.  P.  sent  the  pamphlet 
containing  them  to  me,  and  I- at  once  discovered  that  the  descriptions 
and  drawings  applied  exactly  to  the  Philippine  Island  mulberry,  as 
we  then  called  it,  which  had  been  in  my  possession  for  some  time, 
and  which  is  still  in  my  possession.  Mr.  S.  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Morus  Multicaulis  was  not  a  Chinese  tree.  It  had  been  supposed  to 
■be  of  Chinese  origin,  but  various  orders  had  been  sent  to  China,  yet 
•the  tree  had  never  been  found  there.  In  reply  to  an  inquiry,  Mr.  S. 
stated  that  it  generally  took  three  thousand  worms  to  make  a  pound  of 
Taw  silk.  He  had  made  a  pound  from  twenty-five  hundred  :  and  it 
took  from  eight  to  ten  pounds  of  cocoons  to  make  a  pound  of  silk. 
The  best  way  to  keep  eggs  was  to  take  them,  so  soon  as  they  are 
laid  and  change  color,  place  them  in  a  tin  box  and  put  them  in  an 
ice-house.  A  cool  cellar  will  not  keep  them  back  after  the  first  of 
June.  There  was  no  objection  to  keeping  them  in  glass,  but  they 
must  not  be  shut  up  so  tight  that  no  air  can  get  to  them.  He  had  had 
eggs  hatched  out  in  the  ice-house  in  consequence  of  not  putting  them 
into  it  immediately  after  they  were  laid.  It  might  be  that  you  could 
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keep  them  back  by  taking  them  from  a  cellar  and  putting  them  in  an 
ice-house  in  the  Spring,  but  it  is  not  a  safe  way.  He  did  not  believe 
that  the  eggs  could  be  frozen  ;  he  had  put  them  out  and  let  them  be 
perfectly  covered  with  ice  all  winter,  and  afterwards  they  hatched  out 
and  made  good  worms.  Mr.  S.  stated  that  sound  was  injurious  to 
the  silk-worm.  He  had  found  that  the  noise  of  children  disturbed 
them.  The  rolling  of  a  large  ball  over  the  floor  of  the  cocoonery  threw 
the  worms  into  an  excitement.  The  stillness  of  night  suited  them 
best.  He  would  keep  his  cocoonery  from  too  much  light — something 
like  twilight — and  as  still  as  possible.  Great  cleanliness  is  important 
and  a  pure  atmosphere  to  secure  success.  By  carelessness  a  whole 
crop  might  be  lost.  He  himself  had  paid  dearly  for  his  information. 
A  tobacco  smoker  he  would  not  permit  to  come  near  the  cocoonery. 
Dust  ought  not  to  be  permitted  in  the  cocoonery,  because  nothing  will 
cut  the  fibre  of  silk  so  soon,  hi  the  process  of  reeling,  as  a  particle  of 
sand. 

Mr.  S.  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  after  ten  years  experience,  that  Penn¬ 
sylvania  was  better  adapted  to  the  raising  of  silk  than  any  other 
country,  except  the  north  of  China,  which  the  Keystone  State  equals. 
This  was  fully  proved  by  the  fact  that  in  this  country  it  takes  but  from 
eight  to  ten  pounds  of  cocoons  to  make  a  pound  of  silk,  while  in 
Italy  and  France  it  takes  twelve  and  a  half  pounds,  and  in  England  it 
takes  fifteen  pounds  of  cocoons  to  the  pound  of  silk.  In  addition  to 
this,  our  raw  silk  was  worth  in  the  foreign  market,  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty  per  cent,  more  than  the  best  Italian  silk.  Our  silk  met  with 
a  ready  sale  in  the  foreign  market  at  this  advanced  price,  and  the 
Europeans  were  now  ready  to  take  fifty  millions  of  dollars  worth  of 
the  raw  material  from  us,  so  soon  as  we  could  make  it.  The  Italians 
have  already  sent  an  agent  to  this  country  to  make  arrangements  to 
procure  our  silk,  and  they  will  take  all  that  we  can  make.  There 
was  nothing,  therefore,  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  to  prevent  us  from 
becoming  one  of  the  greatest  silk  growing  countries  in  the  world.  It 
was  important  however,  as  we  were  just  entering  into  the  business, 
that  we  adopt  a  proper  standard  for  reeling,  as  it  was  from  this  alone 
that  we  could  expect  to  make  an  exporting  business  of  our  silks.  He 
hoped  therefore,  that  a  proper  standard  would  be  adopted.  He 
recommended  the  Piedmontese  reel,  as  being  best  suited  to  our 
purposes,  if  it  was  desired  to  export  the  silk.  Mr.  S,  stated  that  it 
was  important  that  the  cocoonery  should  be  kept  as  free  from  damp- 
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ness  as  possible.  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  dampness  of 
the  atmosphere  he  had  invented  a  very  simple  barometor.  It  was 
simply  stretching  upon  a  plain  surface  a  piece  of  catgut,  such  as  the 
hatters  use  for  bowing  their  furs,  and  a  piece  of  hard  twisted  twine, 
side  by  side.  When  the  atmosphere  was  damp,  the  catgut  would 
expand  and  the  twine  contract,  and  when  it  was  dry  the  catgut  would 
contract  and  the  twine  expand.  This  could  be  regulated  to  tell  any 
degree  of  dampness,  by  placing  pins  in  the  strings  and  marking  the 
board. 

Mr.  SPENCER  here  rose  and  stated  that  he  had  kept  the  silk  worm 
eggs  in  a  cold  cellar  through  the  winter  and  placed  them  in  an  ice¬ 
house  in  the  spring,  and  they  kept  back  as  long  as  he  desired. 

Mr.  CARSON  stated  that  he  had  treated  some  in  the  same  manner, 
and  a  portion  of  them  was  left  in  the  ice-house  thiough  the  whole 
summer.  This  winter  when  he  went  to  fill  the  house  he  took  them 
up  and  they  hatched  out  by  the  stove. 

Mr.  OLMSTEAD  stated  that  he  had  frequently  known  the  eggs  to 
be  kept  all  winter  in  a  cool  cellar  and  put  in  the  ice-house  in  March, 
and  they  kept  well.  If  they  were  put  in  the  ice-house  before  the  egg 
began  to  swell  there  was  no  danger. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  he  had  merely  spoken  of  the  eggs  and  his  own 
experience  on  the  subject.  It  might  be  that  in  a  great  many  cases  it 
would  answer,  but  in  some  cases  it  would  fail.  With  regard  to  the 
matter  of  feeding  succulent  leaves  to  the  worms,  it  might  be  that  it 
was  not  injurious  in  the  climate  in  which  the  gentleman  from  Con¬ 
necticut  lived,  but  in  the  climate  in  which  he  .Mr.  S.)  lived,  it  would 
not  answer  a  good  purpose.  It  would  no  doubt  be  found  on  experi¬ 
ment  that  we  must  in  everything  suit  ourselves  to  our  latitude,  and 
very  likely  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  United  States,  worms  may  be 
fed  from  the  Multicaulis  leaves  grown  on  rich  lands,  while  in  the 
south,  owing  to  the  greater  succulency  and  luxuriance  of  the  tree, 
poor  lands  are  preferable. 

Mr.  S.  then  went  on  to  show  the  great  profits  to  be  derived  from 
the  silk  business.  The  cost  of  producing  the  raw  silk  was  not  more 
than  about  two  dollars  and  a  half  a  pound,  and  in  this  state  it  would 
sell  at  from  six  to  eight  dollars  per  pound.  From  one  to  two  hundred 
pounds  of  silk  could  be  made  from  an  acre  of  mulberry,  in  the  year. 
He  might  say  that  from  three  to  four  hundred  pounds  could  be  made, 
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but  he  was  so  much  afraid  of  frightening  folks  that  he  thought  it  best 
to  keep  at  as  low  an  estimate  as  possible.  One  hundred  pounds 
could  certainly  be  made  the  first  year,  and  two  hundred  pounds  the 
second.  It  was  therefore  evident  that  from  four  to  eight  hundred 
dollars  could  be  made  from  an  acre.  He  would  go  so  far  as  to  say, 
that  ten  times  as  much  profit  could  be  made  from  this  as  from  any 
crop  which  the  farmer  in  this  country  could  raise. 
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On  Saturday  afternoon,  February  23d,  a  Society  was  formed, 
daring  a  recess  of  the  Convention,  by  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution 
recommended  by  that  body.  (See  pages  10  and  11,  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  Journal.)  A  committee  was  appointed  to  report  officers  of  the 
Society,  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  reported  the  following 
gentlemen,  viz: 

President. — Hon.  C.  BLYTHE,  Dauphin  county. 

Vice  Presidents. — Dr.  James  Mease,  Philadelphia;  R.  D.  Car- 
son,  Lancaster ;  W.  Morton,  Beaver ;  A.  H.  Read,  Susquehanna. 

Recording  Secretary. — John  Winebrenner ,  Dauphin. 

Corresponding  Secretary.—-/3.  Physick,  Philadelphia  city. 

Treasurer.' — James  Leslie,  Dauphin. 

Executive  Committee. — James  M.  Porter,  Northampton;  E.  B. 
Hubley,  Schuylkill;  John  Rutter,  Chester;  L.  S.  Coryell,  Bucks; 
W.  Line,  Cumberland. 


On  motion, 


The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Mr.  R.  S.  Elliott  was  then  appointed  to  receive  the  names  of  all 
who  felt  desirous  of  becoming  members  of  the  Society,  when  the  fol¬ 
lowing  persons  paid  the  sums  set  opposite  their  names  respectively. 
It  will  be  observed  that  Col.  James  M.  Porter,  of  Northampton,  and 
Mr.  George  M.  Alsop,  of  Montgomery,  became  at  once  life  members, 
by  paying  ten  dollars  each. 


Lewis  S.  Coryell,  Newhope, 

Martin  Coryell,  do 

W.  H.  Murray,  do 

T.  H.  Parsons,  Newton, 

W.  Carr,  Doylestown, 

James  M.  Porter,  Easton, 

Geo.  Duncan,  D.D.,  do 
J.  L.  Wolf,  Philadelphia  city, 

T.  U.  Sutherland,  do 

J.  Naglee,  do 

Miles  N.  Carpenter,  do 

Jehu  Ward,  do 


Bucks  county,  $1  00 

do  1  00 

do  1  00 

do  1  00 

do  1  00 

Northampton  county,  10  00 
do  1  00 

1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
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YV.  W  arner, 

H.  S.  Spackman, 
Isaac  R.  Davis, 

W.  Loyd, 

Geo.  S.  Schott, 
Peter  Fritz, 

Aaron  Clement, 
Thomas  Hayes, 

P.  Physick, 

W.  White, 

Charles  Champion. 
Kirby  Spencer, 
David  Comfort, 

A.  Diller, 

Henry  P.  Carson, 
Dr.  YV.  L.  A  dee, 
A.  Herr,  (miller,) 
Hugh  Long, 

II  R.  Reed, 

R.  D.  C  arson, 

S.  C.  Humes, 
Jacob  Klugh, 
James  A.  Caldwell 
John  Stroll m, 
Thos.  A.  Pearce, 
John  J.  Houston, 
R.  W.  Houston, 
Samuel  B.  Heise, 
Samuel  Parker, 

J.  Rutter, 

Joseph  C.  Strode, 
Richard  Pirn, 

Davis  Iloopes, 
Henry  Hoopes, 
Caleb  Brinton,  j r. , 
Ziba  Darlington, 
Benjamin  Becker, 
J.  FI.  Fox, 

Benj.  Ehrman, 
Geo.  S.  Whitehill, 
David  Bowman, 

J.  Reese, 

Alex.  Graydon, 

I).  Raysor, 

Isaac  G.  M'Kmley, 
R.  S.  Elliott, 

C.  Blythe, 

Wm.  Bell, 

J.  Wjnehrenner, 


Philadelphia  city, 

1  00 

do 

I  00 

do 

1  00 

do 

1  00 

do 

1  00 

do 

1  00 

do 

i  00 

do 

1  00 

do 

1  00 

do 

1  00 

,  do 

1  00 

Germantown, 

Philadelphia  county, 

1  00 

Library  P.  0., 

do 

1  00 

Lancaster  city, 

1  00 

do 

1  00 

do 

1  00 

do 

I  00 

do 

1  00 

do 

1  00 

do 

1  00 

Humesville, 

Lancaster  county, 

1  00 

Mountville  P.  0., 

do 

1  00 

,  Green  do 

do 

1  00 

New  Providence, 

do 

1  00 

Columbia, 

do 

1  00 

do 

do 

1  00 

do 

do 

1  00 

do 

do 

1  00 

Petersburg, 

do 

1  00 

West  Chester, 

Chester  county, 

1  00 

do 

do 

1  00 

Downingtown, 

do 

1  00 

do 

do 

1  00 

do 

do 

1  00 

Dilworth’s-town, 

do 

1  00 

do 

do 

1  00 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin  county, 

1  00 

do 

do 

1  00 

do 

do 

1  00 

do 

do 

1  00 

do 

do 

1  00 

do 

do 

1  00 

do 

do 

l  00 

do 

do 

1  00 

do 

do 

1  00 

do 

do 

1  00 

do 

do 

1  00 

do 

do 

1  00 

do 

do 

1  00 
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Alex.  M.  Piper, 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin  county, 

1 

00 

Peter  Baraheisel, 

do 

do 

1 

00 

John  JI.  Bigler, 

do 

do 

1 

00 

John  Hoffman, 

do 

do 

1 

00 

H.  P.  Anderson, 

do 

do 

1 

00 

H.  C.  Berghaus, 

do 

do 

1 

00 

A.  K.  Fahnestock, 

do 

do 

1 

00 

H.  Antes, 

do 

do 

1 

00 

D.  Krause, 

do 

do 

1 

00 

J.  Leslie, 

do 

do 

1 

00 

W.  Henry, 

Mechanicsburg, 

Cumberland  county, 

1 

00 

Thomas  Himes, 

Shippensburg, 

do 

1 

00 

William  Line, 

Carlisle, 

do 

1 

00 

Dr.  F.  Ehrman, 

do 

do 

1 

00 

William  M.  Watts, 

Erie, 

Erie  county, 

1 

00 

W.  Morton, 

North  Sewickly, 

Beaver  county, 

1 

00 

W.  M.  Davis, 

Gulf  Mills, 

Montgomery  county, 

1 

00 

Geo.  M.  Alsop, 

Goshenhoppen, 

do 

10 

00 

John  Marquart, 

Lebanon, 

Lebanon  county, 

1 

00 

E.  B.  Hubley, 

Orwigsburg, 

Schuylkill  county. 

1 

00 

M.  W.  Coolbaugh, 

Coolbaugh  P.  0. 

Monroe  county, 

1 

00 

J.  F.  Houston, 

York, 

York  county, 

1 

00 

Henry  Dale, 

Shrewsbury, 

do 

1 

00 

H.  H.  Houston, 

Wrights  ville. 

do 

1 

00 

S.  Meylert, 

Montrose, 

Susquehanna  county, 

1 

00 

A.  H.  Read, 

do 

do 

1 

00 

Gideon  B.  Smith, 

Baltimore, 

Maryland, 

1 

00 

Geo.  Olmstead, 

East  Hartford, 

Connecticut, 

1 

00 

James  Winston, 

Richmond, 

Virginia, 

1 

00 

The  Society  then  adjourned  till  7  o’clock  P.  M.  when  having 
again  met,  a  letter  was  received  from  John  Winebrenner  Secretary, 
declining  the  office  of  Recording  Secretary,  on  account  of  conflicting 
engagements,  and  David  Krause  of  Harrisburg  was  unanimously 
chosen  in  his  stead.  A  resolution  was  then  adopted,  that  the  Society 
will  meet  in  Lancaster  on  the  first  Monday  of  December  next,  and 
hold  its  next  annual  meeting  in  Harrisburg  on  the  third  Wednesday 
of  February,  1840,  unless  otherwise  ordered. — The  Society  then 
adjourned,  after  which  the  Executive  committee  held  a  meeting,  and 
elected  the  Hon.  C.  Blythe,  (who  is  ex-officio  a  member  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  per  4th  article  of  the  Constitution,)  President,  and  John 
Rutter  Secretary ;  and  a  resolution  was  passed  authorizing  the  Pre¬ 
sident  to  draw  orders  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society  for  all  neces¬ 
sary  disbursements. 

Note. — A  number  of  gentlemen  during  the  sitting  of  the  convention 
signified  their  desire  to  become  members  of  the  Society,  and  handed 
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in  their  names,  but  as  the  money  was  not  handed  over  to  the  Secretary, 
he  is  not  authorized  to  record  them  as  members  ;  but  they  will,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  who  were  members  of  the  Convention,  be  entitled  to 
become  members  by  paying  the  requisite  amount  to  the  Treasurer, 
without  application  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


